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They say that timing is 

everything, and Polio Australia 
certainly picked an historical 
day to visit Parliament House! 
Alas, on Wednesday the 26 th  of 

June, the corridors were not 
abuzz with word that the post -
polio campaigners were there -  

rather that the country was 
about to have a leadership 
change on that very day, of all 
days!  
 

And if that wasnôt problematic 

enough, our President and 
Campaign Leader, Dr John 
Tierney, and Vice President, 

Gillian Thomas, were both 
suffering with symptoms akin to 
Spanish óFlu, so were not feeling 
as óbrightô as they could have. 

However, in true polio style, 
they soldiered on!  
 

As did 37 Campaign Heroes  

made up of 18 polio survivors 
and 19 family members and 
friends who had made the trek 
to Parliament House, Canberra, 

which is an historical day in its 
own right.  
 

They were made up of 6 ACT -
based Campaign Heroes, 20 

from New South Wales, 3 from 
Queensland, 6 from Victoria, 
and 1 who came all the way 
from Western Australia.  
 

The day commenced  with a 

Morning Tea Forum with a bi -

partisan panel of 3 Senators 
d i scuss i ng  t he  Na t i ona l 

Disability Insurance Scheme -  
now named ñDisabilityCare 
Australia ò -  and ówhere to from 
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hereô for 65 years and older 
polio survivors. Senators Mitch 

Fifield  (Liberal), Rachel Siewert
(Greens), and Claire Moore  
(Aust ral ian Labor Party) 
proffered a range of opinions, 

but all recognised that the 65 
year cut off  for Program 

eligibility was unfair for a large 
percentage of Australians, but 

that there was still the 
possibility for changes to be 
made over the next 6 years it 

will take for ñDisabilityCare 
Australiaò to roll out across 
Australia.  
 

Following the Morning Tea 
Forum, most of the Campaign 

H e r o e s  m e t  w i t h  9 
parliamentarians who offered 
their time to listen to the issues 

affecting Australiaôs polio 
survivors.  
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Change will not come 
if we wait for some 

other person or some 
other time.  

We are the ones we've 
been waiting for.  

We are the change 
that we seek.  

 

~ Barack Obama ~  

F r o m  t h e  E d i t o r  
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Unless  o therwise 

stated, the articles in 

Polio Oz News may be 

reprinted provided 

t h a t  t h e y  a r e 

reproduced in full 

( i n c l u d i n g  a n y 

references) and the 

author, the source and 

Polio Australia Inc are 

acknowledged in full. 

Articles may not be 

edited or summarised 

without the prior 

written approval of 

Polio Australia. The 

views expressed in 

this publication are 

not necessarily those 

of Polio Australia, and 

any products, services 

o r  t r e a t m e n t s 

described are not 

necessarily endorsed 

or recommended by 

Polio Australia.  
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Fellow polio survivors, the last few months have 
been very busy at Polio Australia, culminating in 

our most effective visit yet to Canberra, judging by 
the outcomes of the work of the delegation to date. 
I would particularly like to thank our 37 campaign 
heroes who trekked to Canberra in the dead of 

winter, at their own expense, to join in the lobbying 

effort which included their own meetings in the 
private offices of the members and senators. A 
special thanks to Mary -ann who displayed her usual 

dedication and flair in bringing everything together 
on the day.  

 

Our delegation was highly visible around the Parliament and in 
Question Time in our "Weôre Still Here!ò T-shirts. We were there when 

the Government changed Prime Ministers, so a very dramatic day all 
round. Mary -ann has put photos and information about the lobbying 
day elsewhere in the newsletter and Gillian (as Webmaster) has been 

working on Polio Australiaôs ñWeôre Still Hereò website.  
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P o l i o  A u s t r a l i a  I n c  

R e p r e s e n t i n g  p o l i o  s u r v i v o r s  

t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a  

Well, I certainly have a 
bumper edition for you 
to browse through this 

month. This is largely 
due to the fact that I 
was unable to get any e
-news together last 

month with so much 

energy going into 
o r g a n i s i n g  t h e 

campaign, and the 
Retreat before that . . . 
As the only paid staff 
member already doing 

the óimpossibleô, 
performing miracles just 
takes that little bit 
longer!  
 

In this edition of ñPolio 

Oz Newsò, you will see 
that Polio Australia has 
certainly been keeping 

busy, as have all the 
óRetreatersô and 
óCampaign Heroesô.  
 

We have also included 

the inspiring story of 
Elizabeth Edmondson (P 
2 2 ) ,  a  W e s t e r n 
Australian Paralympian 

who joined in on both  
the aforementioned 
activities.  

Mary -ann Liethof  

Editor  

Dr John Tierney  

President  

Most of us now know 
tha t  D i sab i l i t yCare 
Australia (the National 

Disabil i ty Insurance 
Scheme) was launched 
in 4 regions on the 1st of 
July, and you can read 

more about that on P 7.  
 

On P 8 you can read how 
our Vice President, 
Gillian Thomas, was 

invited to a special 
edition of Q&A featuring 
Bill Gates.  
 

On P 21 you can read 
the next in our series on 

state based networks -  
Polio Network Victoria.  
 

And much, much more! 
So just take your time 

and enjoy!  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
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On this trip, the Parliament has moved from just 
listening to what we have had to say, to actually 

doing something. Thanks to the excellent and 
comprehensive handout that Mary -ann put 
together, the penny stated to drop with a 
number of MPs. We asked Members and 

Senators to put a story and photos in their 

electorate newsletters which go out to their 
80,000 constituents. We also asked them to 
publicise the Australian Polio Register and to add 

in the link to the Polio Australia website. Quite a 
number have promised to do this.  
 

We now have 65 Parliamentary Friends of Polio 
Survivors. These Members and Senators have 

either spoken to our delegation, attended one of 
our functions, or spoken about the needs of polio 
survivors in the Parliament. Also after this visit, 

two of our Parliamentary Patrons have had follow 

up meetings with the Health Minister and the 
Shadow Health Minister on the needs of polio 
survivors. This is pure gold.  
 

I would like to single out two of our Federal 

Parliamentary Patrons for special mention. Again, 
Mark Coulton MP (NSW), National Party Chief 
Whip, was a tower of strength in helping with 
arrangements on the day. The Hon Greg Hunt MP 

(Lib, Victoria), Shadow Minister for the 
Environment, helped spread the message in a 

speech to the Parliament, where he called on 

MPs to take a bipartisan approach to meeting the 
needs of polio survivors.  

Our central message to the MPs was that the 
"one size fits all" competitive grant funding 

model does not work for meeting the needs of 
polio survivors. We need specific purpose 
funding for programs and publicity that will 
lead to polio survivors better managing 

their own condition.  While we are all waiting 

for government funding to arrive, we will have to 
continue to raise it ourselves.  
 

Our next big happening that you can all 

participate in is the "Walk with Me" events,  
details of which can be seen on P 18  of this 
newsletter. Last year we joined in as a trial and 
found that Fran Henke and I could raise $3,770 

dollars between us. Imagine what one hundred 
of us could raise! It only involves a short walk on 
a stick (or in a wheelchair) and we encourage 

participants to bring family and friends with 

them. It is not physically onerous and really a lot 
of fun. Try and find 10 to 50 of your family and 
friends to sponsor your walk and between us we 

can help raise a lot of money for our cause.  
 

Take care,  

John 
Dr John Tierney OAM  

President and National Patron  
Polio Australia  

Campaigners pinning their leaves to the  

ñPolio Family Treeò 
(l - r) David Luck, Alan Tudge MP, and Joan Smith  

John Tierney (left) leading some of the campaigners 

through Parliament corridors
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In 2011, Polio Australia unsuccessfully applied for two of the 
Department of Health and Ageingôs (DoHA) Flexible Funding 
grants, although no further grants have been released since this 

time. Unfortunately, the Late Effects of Polio do not fit into any of 
DoHAôs programs or initiatives, so there are no other appropriate 
tender submissions available to apply for.ò 

 

Polio Australia thanks the following parliamentarians and Advisors 
for their time in Canberra:  
 

Morning Tea Forum Panel  

(l -  r) Senator Mitch Fifield, Senator Rachel Siewert, Senator Claire Moore  
 

Parliamentary Patrons  
Mark Coulton MP  (National, NSW)  

Jill Hall MP  (Australian Labor Party, NSW)  
The Hon Greg Hunt MP  (Liberal, Vic)  

Senator Rachel Siewart  (Greens, WA)  
(newly invited after unsuccessfully proposing amendments to the 

NDIS Bill to include 65 yo)  
 

Parliamentarians Campaigners Met With  

(in addition to Parliamentary Patrons)  
The Hon Bronwyn Bishop MP  (Lib, NSW)  
The Hon Russell Broadbent MP  (Lib, Vic)  

Tom Fleming, Senior Advisor to the Hon Peter Dutton MP  (Lib, Qld)  

The Hon Joel Fitzgibbon MP  (ALP, NSW)  
Josh Frydenberg MP  (Lib, Vic)  
Michael Keenan MP  (Lib, WA)  

The Hon Richard Marles MP  (ALP, Vic)  

Sandi Gatt, Advisor to Senator the Hon Jan McLucas  (ALP, Qld)  
Scott Morrison MP  (ALP, NSW)  

The Hon Amanda Rishworth MP  (ALP, SA)  

Everyone was provided with a 
specific, budgeted, Proposal  on 
what Polio Australia is asking 

from the government.  
 

In a follow -up letter to all the 
parliamentarians Polio Australia 

Campaigners meet with in 
Canberra, thanking them for 

their time, the following 
comments were made:  
 

ñPolio Australia believes that if 
bi -partisan support can be 

agreed upon for the Australian 
government to commit AU$130 
million (see P 8) to fund the 
very worthy cause of polio 

eradication, dedicated funding 

must also be made available to 
support our own polio survivors 

ï understanding that this 
support is really only required 
for a limited time.  
 

Unlike many other chronic 
conditions, it needs to be 

reiterated that Polio Australia is 
the only organisation providing 
services for polio survivors, yet 

there appears to be no 
mechanism for these services to 
be funded through federal 
government.  

Polio Family Tree  

http://www.markcoulton.com.au/
http://www.jillhall.com/
http://www.greghunt.com.au/
http://rachel-siewert.greensmps.org.au/
http://www.polioaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Siewert-and-McLucas-20-March-2013.pdf
http://www.polioaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Siewert-and-McLucas-20-March-2013.pdf
http://www.bronwyn.com.au/main.html
http://www.russellbroadbent.com.au/
http://www.peterdutton.com.au/
http://www.joelfitzgibbon.com/
http://www.joshfrydenberg.com.au/guest/Default.aspx
http://www.keenan.net.au/Home.aspx
http://www.richardmarles.com.au/
http://www.janmclucas.net/
http://www.scottmorrison.com.au/index.aspx
http://www.rishworth.com.au/
http://www.stillhere.asn.au/proposal-to-support-polio-survivors/


The Hon Bruce Scott MP  (Nat, Qld)  
Alan Tudge MP  (Lib, Vic)  

Senator Anne Urquhart  (ALP, Tas)  
 

Additional Parliamentarians Who Attended Morning Tea  
Karen Andrews MP  (Lib, Qld)  

Anna Burke MP  (ALP, Vic)  

Steve Georganas MP  (ALP, SA)  

Philip Ruddock MP  (Lib, NSW)  
Kelvin Thomson MP  (ALP, Vic)  

During this visit we also wanted to acknowledge the wider circle of 

people who are ñStill Here!ò with our polio survivors. As such, all 

Campaign Heroes were issued with an orange card óleafô to hang 
on our ñPolio Family Treeò, as well as T-shirts depicting the leaf 
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motif with the words ñI am a 
polio survivor and I need 
po l io - spec i f ic  serv i ces 

NOW!ò.  
 

A few of these T -shirts are left 
over in Large, X -Large, and 2X -

Large, and can be purchased 
from Polio Australia for $25.00 

each (which was the price Polio 
Australian paid for them) plus 
$5.00 postage and handling. 

Email Mary -ann  for availability 
and payment details.  
 

There was a flurry of additional 
stories  posted onto the 
campaign -specific ñWeôre Still 

Here!ò website created by the 
talented Gillian Thomas leading 
up to the day, and any media 

stories have also been linked. 
Polio Australia intends to use 
this website for additional 
stories, so keep them coming 

in.  
 

The following emails from 
Campaigners provide their 
reflections on the day:  
 

From Nola and John Buck 

(NSW)  
ñJohn and I really enjoyed the 
day and for me it was a 
success. It was obviously a very 

busy day in Parliament, yet the 
Members found time to come 
and see us, and surely that 

commitment from them is due 
to all the lobbying you, Gillian 
and John have done on behalf 

of Polio Australia. I was really 

impressed with Claire Moore 
saying that the Committee is 
aware that the decision to 
exclude people with disability 

from DisabilityCare when it is 
fully functional will have to be 
re - thought. This sentiment was 

also expressed by the Human 
Rights Commission President 
[Professor Gillian Triggs] on 

ABC Lateline  on Thursday night. 

I feel all your hard work is 
starting to pay off and as Greg 
Hunt said, we need to continue 

Steve Georganas MP  Jill Hall MP  

Anna Burke MP  

Philip Ruddock MP  

http://www.maranoa.info/
http://www.alantudge.com.au/
http://anneurquhart.com.au/
http://karenandrewsmp.com/
http://www.annaburke.com/anna-burke/home.do
http://stevegeorganas.alp.org.au/
http://www.ruddockmp.com.au/
http://www.kelvinthomson.com.au/
http://www.stillhere.asn.au/campaign-in-detail
mailto:mary-ann@polioaustralia.org.au
http://www.stillhere.asn.au/polio-stories
http://www.stillhere.asn.au/
http://www.stillhere.asn.au/
http://www.stillhere.asn.au/disabilitycare-australia-launched/
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that funding will be found from 
somewhere for you to continue 
in your role ï no doubt you are 

busy on that front as well.ò 
 

I have been asked by several 
people if I think this campaign 

was ósuccessfulô. All I can say is 
that, in spite of the challenge of 

competing with a leadership 
change on the day, we had 
significant interest from a 

n u m b e r  o f  a d d i t i o n a l 
parliamentarians we havenôt 
met before. I donôt think we 
should ever underestimate the 

power you have as voters. For 
example, it was amazing to see 

the Speaker for the House of 

Representatives, Anna Burke , 
attending Morning Tea, thanks 
to a very staunch advocate in 
her electorate (who was unable 

to attend Canberra herself).  
  

However, if ósuccessô is 
measured by a promise that 
Polio Australia will receive 

funding, then the answer is ñnot 
yetò . . . Unfortunately, our 

lobbying efforts are a bit like 
water dripping on a rock -  

eventually the constant drips 
wear it down ï we hope! After 
all, itôs only been 25 years since 
we first started talking about 

the problems weôve been 
having with the late effects of 
polio!  
  

Another way to look at the 

success of this campaign is in 

the opportunity to share our 
stories and experiences with a 
number of MPs and Senators, 

and with each other.  

to make a lot of noise. I'm not 
too sure about success in 
relation to funding for Polio 

Australia, but hopefully one of 
the funding avenues mentioned 
by one of the MPs will give us 

an opportunity to obtain 

funding.ò  
 

From Rohan Clark (ACT)  
ñCongratulations on a wonderful 
e v e n t  y e s t e r d a y .  Y o u r 

organisation and preparation 
were terrific. The Polio Family 
Tree was a great idea and 
looked great. And it was 

practical ï portable and 
effective! The range of speakers 

and attendees you had 

arranged were just fantastic. 
We must continue to be a 
ñsqueaky wheelò, as we must 
be to get our case heard and 

ac t ed  up on ,  and  y ou r 
contribution to this is truly 
outstanding.   
 

Y o u r  b a c k g r o u n d  w o r k 

contained in the booklet, 
ñProposal to Support Australiaôs 

Polio Survivorsò, June 2013, 
was just fantastic. It was clearly 

a lot of work, but it was worth it 
and it was very well done 
indeed.  
 

The day went as well as it could 
possibly have gone. It takes 

skill to arrange something 
months in advance on the same 
day as a political killing! 

Seriously, the pollies may have 

been somewhat distracted, but 
we still got our message across, 
and we must continue to do it. I 

am an optimist, and believe 

Polio survivors and their 
families came from all over 
Australia to unite for this 

campaign and to make our 
voices heard ï not just for 
ourselves, but for the hundreds 

of thousands of other polio 

survivors out there. Remember, 
we are all part of a much bigger 
picture and, as Rohan said, itôs 

the squeaky wheel that gets the 
oil!  
  

So, a special ñthank youò goes 
to all the Campaign Heroes who 
made the significant physical 

and financial effort to join with 
Polio Australia, and with each 

other, to make this campaign 

worthwhile.  
 

What now, you might ask? Well, 
first we have to get through the 
federal election so we can see 
whoôs left standing . . . We 

know we have bi - partisan 
support, so we hope that our 
campaigning has made enough 

of an impression that when the 
Members and Senators return 

to parliament, we can take up 
where we left off and continue 

to make progress.  
 

And remember, YOU CAN 
HELP! Let your local federal 
Member know you are a polio 
survivor living in his/her 

electorate (otherwise they 
wonôt see the late effects of 
polio as something they need to 

think about), and send them a 

link to Polio Australiaôs Proposal  
so they know exactly what the 
issues are.  

Onwards and upwards!  

Campaigners with Michael Keenan MP  Merle Thompson with Joel Fitzgibbon MP  Greg Hunt MP  

http://www.stillhere.asn.au/proposal-to-support-polio-survivors/
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On 1 July 2013, DisabilityCare Australia  
commenced in Tasmania for young people aged 

15 -24, in South Australia for children aged 0 -14, 
and in the Barwon area of Victoria and the Hunter 
area in NSW for people up to age 65.  
 

From 1 July 2014, DisabilityCare Australia will 
commence across the ACT, and the Barkly region 

of Northern Territory. Roll out of the full scheme 
in these states and territories, as well as 
Queensland, will commence progressively from 

July 2016.  
 

If you are a person with disability and you meet 
the access requirements you can become a 
participant in the scheme. As a participant, you 
will be able to access DisabilityCare Australia 

community linkages and individualised planning 
processes to identify the reasonable and 
necessary supports you need to enable you to 

achieve your goals. To get an idea about whether 
you meet the access requirements, you can use 
My Access Checker . 
 

If you do not meet the access requirements , and 

you live in a launch site , DisabilityCare Australia 
may be able to provide you with information 
about other supports that could be of benefit to 
you and assist in referral to these.  
 

DisabilityCare Australia will also work in close 
partnership with local communities to improve 
inclusion and people with disability. The agency 
will also look at fostering innovation, research 

and best practice to better support people with 
disability. In building awareness of disability 
across the general community we can address 

the things that can make a difference to everyday 

life for people with a disability, their families and 
carers.  

The following is an excerpt from a longer article written by Tricia Malowney 
for ProBono Australia News  

-  Source: www.probonoaustralia.com.au/news -  4 July 2013  
 

DisabilityCare Australia  is here but letôs not think this is all done now ï nothing 
will change until families, politicians, the service sector and Australians with 

disabilities understand that we are equal partners, says systemic advocate for 
inclusive practices, Tricia Malowney.  
 

ñOn Monday, I was fortunate to be able to attend the launch of DisabilityCare 

Australia at the Geelong office, followed by a reception at the Geelong Town Hall. Let me say that the 
first event was brilliant. It was attended by many Australians with disabilities, our families and 
supporters, members of the disability sector and bureaucrats and politicians who had all worked side 

by side at the local, state and federal level to ensure that DisabilityCare Australia became a reality.  
 

So all of us were in fine form as we travelled to the Town Hall to continue what we thought was to be 
a reception to celebrate a new era in how Australians with disabilities were able to finally exercise 
their citizenship rights, be included in the community, and change the way we were to be treated in 

the future.  
 

How wrong could we be! The event at the Town Hall was awful ï it was overcrowded with not enough 
seating. Australians with disabilities who were not able to find their way to the front of the room were 
left looking at the backs of those who stood in front of us. I was lucky enough to find a seat on a 
table, until I was bumped so the food could be put out.ò . .  Continue reading full article here . 

L a u n c h i n g  D i s a b i l i t y C a r e  A u s t r a l i a ð A  C a u t i o n a r y  T a l e  

http://www.disabilitycareaustralia.gov.au/
http://www.disabilitycareaustralia.gov.au/node/78
http://www.disabilitycareaustralia.gov.au/node/142
http://www.disabilitycareaustralia.gov.au/node/70
http://www.probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2013/07/launching-disabilitycare-cautionary-tale
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On 28th May Polio Australia was grateful to have 
the opportunity to be in the 900 strong audience of 
a special episode of the ABC TV program Q&A ï An 

Audience with Bill Gates . 
 

What was even more exciting for Polio Australia 
was the chance to ask a question of Mr Gates. 

Watch this video  to see Gillian Thomas (pictured 
right top) , Vice President of Polio Australia, ask Mr 

Gates (pictured right bottom) for strategies to ñget 
governments to shoulder their responsibility and 
fund essential post -polio servicesò. 
 

The video runs for 3 mins 13 seconds, but if you 

are unable to view the video, you download the 
transcript here . 
 

Of course, Polio Australia is well aware of Mr Gatesô 
specific interest in and commitment to eradicating 

polio in developing countries, and we are under no 

illusion that he would be a contributor to 
Australiaôs polio survivors. However, the question 
was actually aimed at our government, and 

appeared on national television, so thatôs got to 
count for something!  

-  Ed 

eradication. From 1912 to 1972, more than 

30,000 cases of paralytic poliomyelitis were 
reported in Australia, and a number of polio 

survivors in Australia today still live with the pain 
and debilitation of post -polio syndrome.  
 

It was Australiaôs Sir Clem Renouf who, as 
President of Rotary International in 1978 and 
1979, led the international campaign to vaccinate 

every child against polio. As a result of these 
early efforts by Rotary, the global community 
came together in 1988 to launch the Global Polio 

Eradication Initiative.  
 

Since 1988, there has been a reduction in the 
number of polio cases by 99.9 per cent. Following 
the certification of India as polio - free in 2012, 
polio remains endemic in only Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and Nigeria. The world now has polio 
eradication within its reach. This would be the 
second disease to be eradicated globally after 

small pox and a major victory for international 
aid and public health.  
 

The new contribution brings Australiaôs total 

commitment to polio eradication to over $130 
million. Our aim is to help eradicate polio and 

strengthen routine immunisation.  

Source: Joint Media Release  -  28 May 2013  

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs  
 

Prime Minister Julia Gillard and Foreign Minister 
Bob Carr today announced further funding to help 
eradicate polio ï a debilitating disease that 
continues to strike the worldôs most vulnerable 

people, especially children.  
 

Australia will provide $80 million over four years 
from 2015 to 2018 to help finish the job and 
achieve worldwide polio eradication.  
 

This contribution follows a $50 million 

commitment to the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative from 2011 to 2014 announced by the 
Prime Minister at the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting in Perth in October 2011.  
 

The Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister 

applauded the leadership shown by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, the World Health 
Organization, UNICEF and Rotary International on 

polio. The Gates Foundation is contributing 
US$1.8 billion for the Polio Endgame Strategic 

Plan 2013 -  2018 , which is one - third of the total 
budget.  
 

Australia has a proud history of support for polio 

F u r t h e r  A u s t r a l i a n  S u p p o r t  f o r  P o l i o  E r a d i c a t i o n  

http://www.abc.net.au/tv/qanda/txt/s3761763.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/qanda/txt/s3761763.htm
http://www.stillhere.asn.au/bill-gates/
http://www.stillhere.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/Transcript-Thomas-and-Gates-28-May-2013.pdf
http://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/2013/bc_mr_130528.html
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T h a n k s  N e i l !  

Neil von Schill  was a key member of Polio 
Australiaôs óteamô until he suffered a series of 
strokes in 2011 which affected both his mobility 

and speech. Neil is currently living in a residential 
care facility in Albury, New South Wales.  
 

To thank Neil for his years of committed service 

to both Polio NSW and Polio Australia, the 
Committee of Management decided to present 

Neil with a plaque acknowledging his 
contribution.  
 

Margaret Bennie, long - time member of the 
Albury Polio Support Group which Neil founded, 

was asked to make this presentation on behalf of 
Polio Australia. She wrote the following 
comments regarding the presentation:  
 

ñNeilôs wife, Gail, suggested that morning is the 

best time for Neil as by lunch time he is rather worn out. So I went l up there before we went out to 

lunch. He was absolutely delighted and Gail was so pleased that Neil even smiled for the picture. Gail 
and her daughter, Bev, came out to lunch with the rest of our group.  
 

Neil has been a mentor and friend for many years and is dearly missed by us all when we meet. We 
wish him and his family all the best.  
 

It was a rather emotional day for us all and we would like to thank Polio Australia very much.ò 

-  Ed 

(l - r) Bev, Neil and Gail  
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S u p p o r t i n g  P o l i o  A u s t r a l i a  

Polio Australia would like to thank the following individuals and organisations for their 
generous support from 1 January to 30 June, 2013:  

Hall of Fame  

($1,000 plus)  

Name  Donations -  General  

Jill Pickering  $28,000.00  

Monique Liethof  $5,000.00  

John Tierney  $4,830.00  

Bruce Livett  $2,500.00  

Polio SA  $1,550.00  

Michael Evans  $1,000.00  

  

 $42,880.00  

Donation -  General  

Mary Burbidge  Donations in memory of Eileen Meldrum  

Paul Carlin  David Miller  

J Chapman  T & J Pollock  

H Doyle  Prospect -Blair Athol Lions Club  

Elizabeth Edmondson  Margaret Reynolds  

Carol Haider  Beryl Rigby  

Lyndall Hendrickson  Douglas Ryan  

Fran Henke  Len Sheehan  

JMYF Enterprises Pty Ltd  C G Smith  

Margaret Kinsella  Barry & Carol Squires  

Knox -Yarra Ranges Post -Polio Support Group  Michelle Stonehouse  

Stan Kosmala  The Better Image Australia  

Lyn Lillecrapp  and a Number of Anonymous Donations  

  

Total  
$4,744.40  

Significant Donations  

(up to $1,000)  

Name  Donations -  Rotary  

Rotary Club of Parramatta City  $1,000.00  

Rotary Club of Parramatta  $500.00  

Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale  $250.00  

  

 $1,750.00  

Fundraising Campaigns  

Patrons Circle and Rotary Clubs of Australia  

Name  Donations -  Patron's Circle  

Patron's Circle -  Dr Ata Eshragi  $10,000.00  

Patron's Circle -  Andrew Buchanan  $1,000.00  

  

 $11,000.00  
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M a k i n g  P o l i o  A u s t r a l i a  W o r k  

Become a Friend ï Invest in Polio Australia and Make a Difference  
 

Please invest in Polio Australiaôs work to help ensure that all polio survivors in Australia have access 
to appropriate health care and the support required to maintain independence and make informed 

lifestyle choices.  
 

Polio Australia is endorsed by the Australian Taxation Office as a Health Promotion Charity 

and a Deductible Gift Recipient making all Australian donations over $2 tax deductible. 
Polio Australia will issue an official receipt for all donations received.  
 

Your Donation can be made via any of the following methods:  
 

Cheque  

Please make cheques out to Polio Australia Inc and post to PO Box 500, Kew East, Vic, 3102  
To ensure your donation is correctly credited please click here  to download, complete and then 
forward the donation form with your cheque  
 

Electronic Funds Transfer  
Bank: Westpac  

Branch: Parramatta, NSW  

BSB: 032 -078  
Account Number: 555766  

Account Name: Polio Australia Incorporated  
 

To ensure your donation is correctly credited please click here  to email your EFT transaction details to 
Polio Australia  
 

Credit Card or PayPal  
Your credit card donation is securely processed through PayPal on behalf of Polio Australia. You do not 
need to have your own PayPal account. Simply follow the links on this page .  
 

Bequest  

Include a specific bequest to benefit Polio Australia in your Will. Consider making a bequest to Polio 
Australia and determine the type of bequest which best suits your circumstances and wishes. Check 
here  for details.  

 
Thank you for investing in us to make a difference ï every donation helps polio survivors  

Funding Sources  
~ 2010 to date ~  

http://www.polioaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Donation-Form-December-2012.pdf
mailto:office@polioaustralia.org.au
http://www.polioaustralia.org.au/invest-in-us/
http://www.polioaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Bequests.pdf
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According to feedback received, we are very 
pleased to report that Polio Australiaôs 4th Annual 

Polio Health and Wellness Retreat  was yet 
another unmitigated success, thanks to the 70 
participants who made their way to the Stamford 
Grand in Glenelg, South Australia, and the 

wonderfully generous efforts of the 40 session 
presenters , most of whom provided their services 
pro -bono. Many participants were also able to 
take advantage of the 2 massage therapists, 

Sharon and George, who were onsite for Friday 

and Saturday.  
 

This was the most expensive Retreat we have 
held to date -  primarily because we found it very 

difficult to find an accessible venue in a pleasant 
environment, which could accommodate 70 
participants, in sufficient space, close to Adelaide.  
There were still a number of óchallengesô with 

regards to accessibility (showers -over -bath in 
standard rooms) which necessitated the hiring of 
additional bathroom aids. Paradoxically, Polio 

Australia received less philanthropic funding than 

in previous years.  
 

Whilst the Stamford Grand did provide 
sponsorship in the form of a deduction on their 
regular pricing structure, it is an expensive hotel 

right on the beach . . .  
 

However, we do wish to warmly thank The Marian 
& EH Flack Trust, as well as GlaxoSmithKline, for 
their ongoing and generous support for these 

Retreats.  
 

Additionally, we give thanks to a few Retreat 
participants who followed up with various sized 
donations to Polio Australia. All contributions 

were very much appreciated.  

This year I was also delighted to have 2 hard 
working volunteers helping out, Vivienne Maxwell 

and Alex Daniel . Lee OôConnell, Physiotherapist 
at MS Australia and Lecturer at University of SA, 
approached me to discuss the possibility of U of 
SA students undertaking a Project based on the 

Retreat. Of course, I readily agreed. So i n 2012, 
Lee recruited and supervised Vivienne and Alex, 
who were then completing their fourth year in 
Physiotherapy.  
 

Under my direction, Vivienne and Alex surveyed 
the needs of PolioSA members in relation to the 
2013 Retreat, before exploring potential venues, 
session presenters, and funding sources, 

resulting in the production of a substantial 
report. Vivienne and Alex proved to be quick and 
astute workers leading up to the Retreat, and 
willing and able assistants for the weekend 

activities, where they were able to realise all 
their efforts. Having them there certainly helped 
reduce my stress levels! A great example of the 

future of our allied health therapists!  

-  Ed 

(l - r) Alex Daniel and Vivienne Maxwell  

http://www.polioaustralia.org.au/2013-polio-health-and-wellness-retreat/
http://www.polioaustralia.org.au/2013-polio-health-and-wellness-retreat/
http://www.polioaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/2013-SA-Health-Wellness-Retreat-Presenters-List-310313.pdf
http://www.polioaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/2013-SA-Health-Wellness-Retreat-Presenters-List-310313.pdf
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P o l i o  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l l n e s s  R e t r e a t  (Contôd) 

For those who like statistics, the 70 participants were made up of:  

14  

10  

32  

14  

States  

Participant Ratio  
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Year of Birth  

Polio Year  






































